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murdered an old couple before robbing them of a few-
pounds. There were some witnesses who claimed that
they could identify them, and a woman who lived with
them both, gave evidence that she had found, under the
mattress of the room they all inhabited, the tops of some
black stockings. In the room where the old couple had
been murdered there were left three similar stocking-tops,
and it was the opinion of the prosecution that these two
men habitually used them as masks. They were called
the " Mask Murderers " and it was proved that they
were two utter undesirables, whose lives and deaths
would not have excited any attention had it not been for
the peculiar nature of the evidence introduced by the
Crown.

Curtis-Bennett appeared as junior to Mr. H. G. Routh,
for one of the brothers. It was in the last days of the old
Old Bailey, and it was perhaps because of this fact that
the public seats were filled by fashionably dressed women
and some well-known men-about-town. Scotland Yard
had then some 80,000 finger-prints on their files. And
on the cash-box of the dead man there was a print that
corresponded exactly, according to the police, with Alfred
Stratton's right thumb-print. When Mr. Muir, prose-
cuting, announced that for the first time in history the
police were going to try and convict on that evidence,
there was a thrill round the court.

In confirmation, a warder gave evidence that Albert had
betrayed his brother while in the cells, but this was only
a minor sensation compared with the legal potentialities
of the finger-print system. Mr. Muir had to explain that
the system was based on the theory that no two human